126        To the Countess of Upper Ossory

mancBuvres and defence, if new calamities do not inflame
exasperation.

The King of Prance is said to have sent for Cardinal de
Bernis to be Prime Minister2 again; but that you must
know better than L I am interrupted, and must finish,

2250.   To THE COUNTESS OP UPPER QSSOBY.

Berkeley Square, Dec. 22, 1781.

YOUK inquiries about Miss Keppel are very kind indeed,
Madam. Till within these four or five days I was not at all
alarmed about her; and thought, from her embonpoint, that
a cough would be of no consequence; but Mrs, Keppel is so
terrified by the many fatal disorders that have carried off
almost all the house of Albemarle, that she has frightened
me too, and but this morning, by the Duke's command,
I proposed to her to carry her daughter abroad, to which
she immediately consented, and I believe will, if, upon
farther consultation, it is judged right*

In answer to your Ladyship's other question, in good
truth my serenity is not at all ruffled ; nor would it be yet,
were it ever likely to be. It would be as ruffleable as a
porcupine, had it set up its quill yet, for hitherto I am only
reading both Bryant and Milles by deputy, I skimmed the
former's second volume, and dipped into one or two pages of
the latter, but though I have tough patience at a tedious
book, I doubt I shall never compass all the tincient lore in
Mr. Bryant's first volume, and still less its ca$ut mortuum
in the Dean's. I let Lady Ailesbury carry Bryant to Park
Pkce before I had finished a quarter of what I intend to
teadj and have lent t'other to a clergyman. Mr. Conway
says Mr. Bryant has very nearly convinced him, and he
(Bryant) certainly has ingenuity enough to be a formidable
8 TMs was not the case,inquent, that the Parliament adjourns to-day for
